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For more information, please contact 
888-SBM-ForU (888-726-3678) 

or visit www.michbar.org.

One card. A complete health plan.

              PPO — HSA — HMO — Prescription — Dental — Vision — MyBlueSM Individual

Your association membership gives you more options with the Blues. Whether you want to provide 

group-sponsored HMO, PPO and HSA plans, or to offer affordable individual plans, we’ve got the health 

care solution that fits your needs.

Blues members have the convenience of using one card for medical, dental, vision and prescription 

drug plans. Groups of two or more can add Blue DentalSM, Blue VisionSM and Blues RxSM coverage

to any medical plan, resulting in a total health plan — not to mention a healthier, happier workforce.  

And healthy, happy employees can save your company money through improved attendance 

and productivity.

Who knew one little card could do so much?

Leaders in business • Leaders in health care • A partnership that works for you
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   Mediation Training—Harvard University, Nova University, 
State Bar of Michigan and ICLE 

  Experience—Practicing mediator since 1995; practicing lawyer for 
more than 30 years, representing clients in arbitration and selected 
to act as an arbitrator many times

 Chairperson—Genesee County Circuit Court Civil Mediation 
Committee, 2004-2005

 Publications—“Private Mediation,” Bar Beat, July 1995; “Facilitative 
Mediation,” April 1996 and “Michigan Mediation Update,” June 
2004, Michigan Lawyers Weekly

 Mediation Methods – Facilitative. 
Evaluative, only with consent of all 
parties. Minimal use of joint session.
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Writing the GCBA’s Next Chapter
      By Karen L. Folks, President 

Dale R. Ellery, CPA
Masters degree in Taxation

5577 Horseshoe Lane 
Lapeer, MI 48446
www.drellerycpa.com

Member American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants

• Audits/ Taxes
• IRS Issues
• Expert Witness
• Prepaid Funeral Exams

Call today (810) 653-7979

Friday morning, February 17, 2012, a 
cross section of about 15 members 

of the Genesee County Bar Association 
met  a s  the  S t r ateg ic  P l ann ing 
Committee.  They had reviewed all of 
the opinions, concerns, suggestions 
and other information collected from 
our legal community through focus 
groups, attorney demographics, a 
lengthy legal community survey, ‘your 
quick two cents’, the 2006 strategic 
plan and status report, the GCBA by-
laws and sample affiliate membership 
provisions from other bar associations.  

With the wealth of input, there 
was much to discuss. However, by 
halfway through the morning and 
with the help of facilitator Anne 
Vrooman certain themes began to 
emerge: the necessity of using current 
technology as well as established 
communication methods to interact 
with our membership; more social 
and networking opportunities for all 
attorneys; sensitivity to making all 
such opportunities easily accessible, 
comfortable and non-intimidating; 
creating a GCBA affiliate membership 
category to harness the wealth of 
knowledge and skills of non-attorney 
legal professionals for the benefit of 
both; a desire to change or refresh long 

standing networking opportunities 
like our monthly luncheon meeting; 
and a need to identify and implement  
strategies to  increase the visibility of 
the GCBA and our members.

By the end of our strategic 
planning session, the following five 
GCBA Priority Focus Areas had been 
determined and recommended for 
adoption by the Board of Directors:
1.	 A t t r a c t i n g  a n d  r e t a i n i n g 

membership

2.	 Affiliate membership

3.	 Networking

4.	 Increasing visibility of GCBA, 
thereby increasing the value the 
public places on local attorneys 
which results in increased use of 
local attorneys

5.   Education.

***Please take a minute to review 
(www.gcbalaw.org) the full 2012 GCBA 
STRATEGIC PLANNING REPORT 
AND RECOMMENDATION that was 
adopted by the Board on March 15th.

If you were at the March 19th 
monthly luncheon meeting at the 
Temple, you noticed that we have 
already made some changes: round 
tables so you can network, exchange 
information and  otherwise get to 

know your colleagues through great 
conversation; spotlight on a GCBA 
benefit ; and our “2 X 2 X 2”= two 
attorneys, two tips, in two minutes 
each! We also provided members a 
copy of the proposed language to create 
an Affiliate Membership category in our 
GCBA by-laws. Members will have the 
opportunity to vote on this amendment 
to our by-laws at a special meeting 
preceding the regular Monday, April 16th 
meeting. (Watch your mail for notice of 
the special meeting on 4/16/12 at noon.) 

Thank you again for your valuable 
input that assisted the Strategic Planning 
Committee in identifying our f ive 
priority focus areas.  With your help, 
this is where we will concentrate our 
collective energy, time, and talent over 
the next three plus years. While our 
strategic planning has concluded, we 
find ourselves at the threshold of a 
new beginning. Armed with our priority 
focus areas, we are ready to write a new 
chapter in the 115th year history of this 
great Bar Association. I urge all of you 
to help further identify and implement 
initiatives that resonate relevancy in 
an ever-changing legal environment, to 
create springboards for members, to 
provide the greater Flint community 
with ever-higher quality legal expertise, 
to reflect innovation in member and 
community programming, and to make 
all GCBA activities just plain fun!

Karen L. Folks

J : \ 0 2 - N e w s l e t t e r s \
Genesee  B a r  Beat \ ALL 
Past Issues\2010 \5_Sept_
Oct_2010\Folks, Karen.jpg
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A Narrow Road to a Second Chance: Setting Aside 
a Criminal Conviction in Michigan

By Jill L. Nylander

Many individuals who face barriers 
to employment and/or housing 

due to a prior criminal conviction are 
afforded the opportunity for a fresh 
start under the Michigan Expungement 
Statute, MCL 780.621et seq. The 
statute allows past convictions to be 
set aside only in very specific instances, 
but it applies just broadly enough to 
benefit numerous applicants seeking 
to set aside their limited past criminal 
records. For those who are eligible to 
have their records expunged, the law 
treats them – in most cases – as if they 
had never been convicted. 

The criteria for setting aside an 
adult conviction under the statute 
are very straightforward and are 
summarized in relevant part by the 
following inquiry:
•	 Has the applicant seeking to 

set aside the conviction been 
convicted of more than one adult 
offense (felony or misdemeanor)?

•	 Has the applicant seeking to set 
aside the conviction been convicted 
of more than two minor offenses 
in addition to the offense for which 
the applicant files application?

•	 Has the applicant seeking to 
set aside the conviction been 
convicted of a fe lony or an 
attempt to commit a felony that 
is punishable by life imprisonment? 

•	 Has the applicant seeking to set 
aside the conviction been convicted 
of a v iolat ion or at tempted 
violation of felony criminal sexual 
conduct (first, second, or third 
degree), or assault with intent to 
commit criminal sexual conduct?

•	 Has the applicant seeking to 
set aside the conviction been 
convicted for a traffic offense?

•	 Has it been less than five years 

fo l lowing imposit ion of the 
sentence for the conviction that 
the applicant seeks to set aside?

•	 If the applicant was incarcerated 
for the conviction they are seeking 
to set aside, has it been less than 
five years following completion of 
any term of imprisonment for that 
conviction?

MCL 780.621et seq.

I f  the answers to al l  of  the 
preceeding questions are negative, 
the applicant may be eligible to file an 
application with the convicting court 
for the entry of an order setting aside 
the conviction. 

A recent amendment added the 
provision that an applicant may also 
have one or two minor offenses and 
still be eligible for expungement. It 
is important to note that “minor 
offense” is defined as: one that is 
committed before age 21 and that 
carries a maximum jail time of 90 days 
and/or a fine of less than $1,000.

For someone who is potentially 
eligible, applying for an application to 
set aside a conviction is simply a matter 
of securing verification of eligibility 
and filing the appropriate forms. To 
do this, applicants must first request 
a certified copy of their conviction 
or judgment of sentence from the 
convicting court. There will be a small 
fee for this document. 

Next, they must acquire a copy 
of their fingerprints from a police 
station. It is important that the prints 
be provided on an R1 – 8 fingerprint 
card to ensure proper processing. 
Some police stations may charge for 
this service also. When the application 
is processed, the Michigan State 
Police will perform a national criminal 
background check using the finger print 

card . The 
background 
check will 
o f f i c i a l l y 
confirm that the applicant is eligible 
to apply for set aside based upon the 
number of past convictions. The State 
Police require a money order made 
payable to them in the amount of $50 
for this service.

The application to set aside 
conviction, MC 227, requires most 
of the same information contained 
on the judgment of sentence and 
needs to be notarized. Once the 
application is complete, a packet 
containing copies of the application, 
the judgment of sentence, and any 
documents supporting rehabilitation 
from the past conviction (resume 
ref lecting work history, drug or 
alcohol treatment certifications, and 
educational achievements) should be 
compiled and filed with the convicting 
court. 

The application packet, fingerprint 
card, and money order must then be 
sent to the State Police for formal 
confirmation of eligibility through the 
national background check report. 
A copy of the packet needs to be 
served on the Attorney General and 
the Prosecuting Attorney for the 
convicting county.

The review standard at hearing is 
varied. Some courts may focus more 
than others on the documentation 
of rehabi l i t at ion since the past 
conviction. Some courts may also 
refuse to set a conviction aside for 
an eligible applicant if any restitution 
is still outstanding. If an order setting 
the conviction aside is granted, it is 
important to confirm that a copy is 
received by the State Police Central 

Jill L. Nylander

Continued on next page
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A Narrow Road. . . Continued

Our Future  Poised  for  Our Future

Non-deposit trust products are not insured by the FDIC, the Federal Reserve, or any other governmental 
agency; are not deposits or obligations of Citizens Bank, any of its affiliates or correspondents, or other financial 
institution; are not guaranteed or endorsed by Citizens Bank, any of its affiliates or correspondents, or other 
financial institutions; and involve investment risks, including possible loss of principal.

PROUD OF OUR PAST

CITIZENS BANK WEALTH MANAGEMENT has roots that 

go deep in Michigan’s history. From the time we opened  

our doors in 1927, we have played an important role in the  

economic well being of all the communities we serve.

As your neighbors and your friends, the Citizens family  

is committed to ensuring the very best in financial solutions and  

we can build a strong future that will stand the test of time.

Contact us today at (800) 950-2484, for a no cost, no obligation 

comprehensive needs assessment, including trust and estate 

administration, investment management, and other planning services.

services for everyone in Genesee County. Working together,  

Records Division to officially clear the 
applicant’s criminal record.

Expungement is a simple and 
direct tool that practitioners can use 
to greatly benefit those clients who 
have encountered current barriers to 
employment, housing, or financing due 
to an isolated past transgression. Life 
infrequently offers a second chance, but 
through the expungement statute, the 
state legislature has carved out one of 
those rare instances. 

Notice of Expungement 
Clinic

By Adrienne DeFord

Legal Services of Eastern Michigan 
is currently seeking pro bono 

attorneys for a new Expungement 
Clinic.  This opportunity requires a 
small time commitment but will have a 
big impact for low-income individuals.  

Clients accepted into LSEM’s 
Expungement Clinic are low-income 
indiv iduals  with a past  cr iminal 
conviction that is creating barriers to 
housing and/or employment.  LSEM 
screens clients for eligibility under 
the expungement statute and helps 
them secure required documents 
before referral to the clinic.   Pro bono 
attorneys are needed in two different 
stages of the process and can choose 
to assist with one or both stages:  
(1) initially to meet with clients at LSEM 

to provide advice and assistance 
with the petition paperwork, and  

(2) to represent cl ients later at 
expungement hear ings  a f ter 
petitions have already been filed.   

Pro bono attorneys not already 
familiar with the process will be given a 
brief training session on expungement 
law. Attorneys interested in getting 
involved in this pro bono project can 
contact Adrienne DeFord, Director of 
Recruitment & Development, at (810) 
234-2621 x240 or adeford@lsem-mi.org
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Michael J. Oliphant

The Valuation Report: Opinion of Value vs. 
Calculation of Value

An essential piece. 

Yeo & Yeo’s experienced valuation, fraud 
and forensic specialists have the training and 
credibility essential for your case.  From research 
and pre-litigation consulting, to case strategy 
and expert testimony, our professionals provide 
quality advice and support.

•  Business Valuation
•  Litigation Support
•  Economic Loss Analysis 
•  Expert Witness Testimony

Make the strongest case for your client

yeoandyeo.comFLINT  |  4468 OAK BRIDGE DRIVE  |  (800) 899-4742

CPAs & BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

•  Forensic Accounting
•  Fraud Investigation
•  Succession Planning
•  Estate & Gift Taxes  

Alan R. Rohde, CPA, PFS
Principal - Flint

Amy R. Buben
CPA, CFE

Manager - Saginaw

John W. Haag, Sr.
CPA, CVA, CFF

Sr. Manager - Midland

David W. Schaeffer
CPA, ABV, CFF, CMAP
Managing Principal - 

Saginaw

Rebecca A. Millsap, CPA
Principal - Flint

As is the case in many professional 
disciplines, the realm of business 

valuation has no lack of complex 
terms and meanings. One of the areas 
of confusion and misinterpretation 
deals with the level of reporting on a 
valuation. The two primary levels of 
reporting on a business valuation are 
an Opinion of Value and a Calculation of 
Value. This article takes a deeper look 
at both levels of reporting and when 
one can (and should) be used over 
the other. 

In 2008, the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) 
released SSVS #1 - Valuation of a 
Business, Business Ownership Interest, 
Security, or Intangible Asset. This major 
valuation standard that covers all CPAs 
in professional practice defines the 
valuation reports as follows: 

Opinion of Value (or Conclusion 
of Value): An estimate as to the value 
of a business, business ownership 
interest, security, or intangible 

asset, arrived at by applying the 
valuation procedures appropriate 
for a valuation engagement and using 
professional judgment as to the 
value or range of values based on 
those procedures. 

Calculation of Value : An 
estimate as to the value of a 
business, business ownership 
interest, security, or intangible 
asset , arrived at by applying 
valuation procedures agreed 
upon with the cl ient and using 
professional judgment as to the 
value or range of values based on 
those procedures. 

The major difference between a 
Calculation of Value and an Opinion 
of Value within the above definitions 
relates to the phrase “agreed upon 
with the client.” This language within 
the definition of a calculation clearly 
indicates that the valuation analyst 
and the client agree upon a specific 

By Michael J. Oliphant, CPA, CVA

methodology to be used in the valuation 
approach. Looked at another way, this 
could be interpreted to mean that 
the valuation analyst is advocating a 
certain position for the client, or that 
the overall scope of the engagement 
is limited. One of the main attributes 
for which a valuation analyst (and 
in court, an expert witness) should 
strive is the protection of his or her 
objectivity. One way to challenge an 
expert’s objectivity is to focus on his 
or her position, especially if it shows a 
favorable outcome with respect to the 
client’s particular situation.

In a litigation setting, a calculation 
report would invite cross-examination of 
the expert witness. Since a calculation 
engagement does not include all of the 
procedures required for an opinion of 
value, opposing counsel should be able 
to capitalize on this information. A line 
of questioning that includes references 
that diminish the perception of a 
complete and accurate report would 
go a long way towards undermining an 
expert’s credibility on the stand. Further, 
recognizing the fact that a calculation is 
not the expert’s professional objective 
“opinion” of value, opposing counsel 
might focus on this limitation to indicate 
that the expert failed to perform the 
steps necessary to produce a complete 
and accurate report. 

An opinion of value includes the 
analyst’s professional judgment in 
selecting the appropriate methods and 
procedures used in the determination 
of value. It includes a review of the 
national, regional, and local economic 
conditions as well as the specific industry 
information surrounding the valuation 
date. It also takes into account all three 

Continued on next page
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Jakeway, Jakeway & Jakeway, PC

j  Your Genesee County Personal Injury Referral Connection  

j  Accepting Referrals in All Injury Matters 

j  Millions Paid Out in Referral Fees

G-8161 S. Saginaw, Grand Blanc, MI  48439
(810) 694-1211 j www.Jakewaylaw.com

 
 

 

valuation approaches (and methods 
therein) including the cost (or asset 
approach), the income approach, and 
the market approach. An opinion of 
value can be communicated in the 
form of either a Summary Report or a 
Detailed Report. The Detailed Report 
includes all of the aspects needed to 
complete a determination of value in a 
very detailed and logical manner, while 
a summary report is an “abridged” 
version of the detailed report, but still 
includes all aspects needed to render 
an opinion of value. 

One of the first questions I am 
asked when I receive a call about a 
potential valuation engagement is, how 
much is this going to cost? Invariably, my 
answer is “it depends.” It depends on 
the business, the scope, the amount 
of work involved, the potential for 
litigation and a number of other 
factors. As I often feel obligated to 
indicate the different levels of service, 
the calculation vs. opinion of value 

often comes up in that initial discussion 
regarding cost. Since a calculation is 
typically much less in scope than an 
opinion, it tends to be the “drawing in 
point” for the prospective client. As 
the low cost denominator, this is where 
most discussions usually start. Because 
of the objectivity issue described above, 
I will rarely perform a calculation and 
most always recommend an opinion 
of value. 

There are, however, cer tain 
circumstances where a calculation 
is useful. A calculation could be 
used to support negotiations for an 
acquisition or sale of a business, or 
for limited settlement and mediation 
purposes. Moreover, a calculation can 
be useful where there may be only 
one valuation method appropriate in 
a given situation, such as determining 
the value of a customer list if this is 
the only asset being valued. 

In determining the reporting 
level within the valuation context, 

the importance of the credibility and 
objectivity of the valuation analyst cannot 
be overstated. There are certain limited 
circumstances where a calculation has 
merit, but for most valuation projects, 
an opinion of value, which includes 
the analyst’s independent assessment 
of value, creates a level of credibility 
that allows the analyst to remain an 
advocate of the final value and not that 
of a client’s specific position.

About the Author 

Michael  J. Oliphant, CPA, CVA, is a principal 
in Yeo & Yeo’s Kalamazoo office. He is a 
member of the firm’s Business Valuation 
and Litigation Support Team. His areas 
of expertise include business consulting, 
f inancial reporting, and tax planning 
and preparation with an emphasis in 
the construction, manufacturing, retail 
and professional services sectors. He is 
a Certif ied Valuation Analyst through 
the National Association of Certif ied 
Valuators and Analysts (NACVA).

Valuation Report. . . Continued
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Wayne County:
100 River Place
Detroit MI 48307

Kalamazoo County:
7730 Wendy Ln

Portage MI 49024

Ingham County:
321 W Lake Lansing

East Lansing MI 48823

Charlevoix County:
19811 Gennett

Charlevoix MI 49720

Main Office:
36809 Groesbeck Hwy
Clinton Twp MI 48035

Visit Our Website
www.rancoassociates.com
(586) 792-3810 Office
(586) 792-3724 Fax

Members Of:
NAPPS     Macomb County Bar Association
NARCA     Oakland County Bar Association
USPCA     State Bar Association
MACT      MCBA

•Process service
•Court Officers
•Tethers & Home Confinement service
•Security services and equipment
•Property Maintenance

State-Wide Service

•Evictions
•Forfeiture Sales
•Requests & Order to Seize Property
•Statewide Service
•Courier Services

Specializing In:
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The Genesee County Bar Foundation was created November 18, 1988 to support worthy 
projects to improve the administration of justice, to promote the study of law, to continue 

education of lawyers, to educate the public about its legal rights and obligations, and to maintain 
the honor and integrity of the profession.

The Foundation works, in conjunction with the Genesee County Bar Association, on many 
projects. These include production of training videos, educational seminars, scholarships and 
Law Day.  

In recognition of their foresight in establishing the Foundation, the founding members are listed below:

Duncan M. Beagle
John S. Beagle 

Carl L. Bekofske
Ronald J. Brewer 

Edmund B. Brownell
James R. Buckley
Kathleen Buckley
Howard J. Bueche

Jean P. Carl
Max Dean

Dean, Dean, Hart & Shulman
Philip C. Elliott
Carol A. Fallis
Genesee Bank

Richard Goldstein
Norman N. Gottlieb

Clifford H. Hart
Edwin W. Jakeway

Timothy H. Knecht
Walter Krapohl

R. Duncan MacDonald
Anthony Mansour

Michigan National Bank
Jack Neal

Stephanie A. Neal
Edward J. Neithercut
Jerome F. O’Rourke

Allan L. Parker
Patric A. Parker

Michael A. Pelavin
Robert M. Ransom

Gilbert Y. Rubenstein

Leonard B. Shulman
John P. Siler

Reese W. Stipes
Andrew J. Transue
Donald A. Wascha
Thomas C. Yeotis

Founding Memorials:
Charles D. Beagle
Roy E. Brownell

Robert A. Collins 
Arthur C. Elliott

Philip Elliott
Marvin Ransom 
Reese W. Stipes

Since the creation of the Foundation the estate of former Judge Louis D. McGregor has made a considerable contribution 
to the Foundation for educational purposes, and the John S. Beagle Scholarship has been established.

The generous contributions from the initial founding members, founding memorials, and the many contributions 
throughout the years have allowed the Foundation to establish a strong investment portfolio with current total assets of 
$684,494.  

To continue the strong participation in the mission of the Foundation, future contributions will be needed.  The Genesee 
County Bar Foundation is your Foundation, and it is important that its legacy continue.

Members of the Genesee County 
Bar Association are actively 

engaged in moving the work of the 
State Bar forward. You are probably 
aware that your elected commissioner 
i s  Dona ld  Rockwe l l ,  and your 
Representative Assembly members 
are Richard Morley Barron, Shayla 

Blankenship and Amy Kline. 
There are many other ways that 

Genesee County lawyers contribute to 
the work of the State Bar.  Committees 
are the main vehicles for implementing 
the Bar’s Strategic Plan. Nine Genesee 
County lawyers are currently serving 
State Bar committee appointments. An 

addit iona l 
eight are on 
the District 
Character 
and Fitness 
Committee. Francine Cullari is chair 
of the State Bar Publications and 
Website Advisory Committee and is 

The State Bar Benefits Greatly from the 
Contributions of Genesee County Lawyers! 

By Candace A. Crowley, External Development Director, State Bar of Michigan

Genesee County Bar Foundation
By Walter P. Griffin, President

Walter P. Griffin

Candace A. Crowley

Genesee County Bar Foundation
By Walter P. Griffin, President



March/April 2012    Genesee County Bar Associat ion BAR BEAT                              11

a member of the Awards Committee. 
Jose’  Brown is  on the Jud ic i a l 
Qualifications Committee. Torchio 
Feaster is a member of the Criminal 
Jury Instructions Committee. Barbara 
Menear and Donald Rockwell serve 
the Character and Fitness Committee 
and Richard Morley Barron, Dolores 
Coulter, Gregory Gibbs, Paul Goyette, 
Ronald Haldy, Joan Pierson, Robert 
Segar, Lynne Taft and Angela Watkins 
complete the District Character and 
Fitness Committee.

State Bar members can voluntarily 
join a section to pursue excellence in 
a chosen area of law. Six hundred and 
one lawyers in Genesee County have 
voluntarily joined sections, and sixteen 
Genesee County lawyers have been 

elected to section councils! Members 
of the Genesee Bar in State Bar 
section leadership positions include 
Dolores Coulter, council member 
and past chair of the Elder Law & 
Advocacy Section. David Leyton is 
on the Criminal Law Section council. 
Charles McKone is a leader of the 
Public Corporation Law Section and 
Richard Morley Barron is a long-
standing leader in the Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Section. Rex 
Anderson, Richard Angelo, Lynnmarie 
Johnson, Thomas Waun, James Bauer 
and Alexandra Nassar are section 
leaders as well. 

How did these excellent Genesee 
County lawyers get involved in State 
Bar work? (1) They put their name on 
election petitions for Commissioner, 
Representative Assembly and Young 

Lawyers Section Council published in the 
March Bar Journal. (2) They submitted an 
electronic application for a committee 
appointment that is noticed in the March 
Bar Journal and arrives in your email 
box in early April. (3) They asked their 
commissioner to recommend them 
to the District Character and Fitness 
Committee for appointment. (4) They 
joined a section, supported section work 
and ran for section council at the section 
annual meetings that occur from June 
through September. 

Of Michigan’s 33,492 act ive 
attorneys, 760 are in Genesee County. 
Of those, 634 Genesee County lawyers 
have sought and obtained involvement 
with State Bar work.

Thank you to the many of you who 
serve the State Bar. To those who have 
not yet done so, please join us soon. 
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Why did you decide to become 
an attorney? I  decided I 

wanted to be an attorney when I was in 
third grade.  We were talking about the 
branches of government in school and I 
thought the judicial branch sounded the 
most interesting, so I decided I would 
be a lawyer.  I considered other career 
choices later on, but being a prosecutor 
always stuck out as a good fit for me.

In what area(s) of law do you 
practice? I am an assistant prosecuting 
attorney with the Genesee County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Which area of the law do you 
like the best and why? I like criminal 
law best. It is fast paced and never dull. I 
feel like I am making a difference in 
people’s lives.  

What do you like best about 
being an attorney? As a prosecutor 
I am always seeking justice, and that is a 
very high calling but very rewarding. At 
the end of the day I can go home and 

feel good about what I do for a living. I 
work with wonderful people in the 
prosecutor’s office, in the courts and in 
the defense bar. The Genesee County 
legal community is a great group of 
people.

What words of advice could 
you offer to new lawyers?  As a young 
lawyer, having only been practicing about 
6 years, I think that young lawyers need 
to remember that their reputation is 
everything in this field. Clients and cases 
come and go, but others in the legal 
community will judge you by the actions 
you take that reflect on your integrity.

Offer one suggest ion for 
improving our local Bar.  I would 
suggest the Bar offer more social events 
that allow people in different areas of 
the law to meet and interact with each 
other.

 Tell us about your life outside 
of the law.  I have been married to 
Brendan Brinn for about 3.5 years.  We 

have a beautiful 16 month old daughter.  
Brendan works in the computer 
industry in Oakland County.  Outside 
of work our lives revolve around the 
baby.  We take her to story time at the 
library, to swim lessons, and to play 
groups.  We try to take a few minutes 
to relax now and then!  I love to read 
and solve word puzzles and Sudoku.

 If you had not become an 
attorney what career would you 
have chosen? I probably would 
have become either an actuary or an 
engineer.  I was always really good at 
math and science and actually minored 
in math in college.  I know lawyers 
tend to be bad at math, but I am an 
exception to that!
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Stephens Wealth Management Group is an Independent Registered Investment Advisor
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Leave Nothing to Chance. 

“ One of the Top 250 Wealth  

Advisors in America*”  

                         Worth Magazine, 2008

Comprehensive Financial Planning 

• Fee-based investment consulting 
• Retirement solutions 
• Insurance  
• Estate planning 
• Cash flow analysis

Specializing in 401(k) and qualified plans for business owners.

* Sherri Stephens, President and  Financial Advisor, 
RJFS was recognized by the magazine among an 
elite group of individuals, for her expertise, integrity 
and dedication to the field of wealth management.
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